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Lt. Gen. Theodore D. Martin, the Deputy Commanding 
General/Chief of Staff, United States Army Training and 
Doctrine Command, visited Waynesville’s JROTC program at 
the Waynesville Career Center on Friday, Dec. 14. 

“We are honored to have been selected for this visit from 
Lieutenant General Martin,” said Col. (Ret.) Charles Williams, 
senior Army instructor JROTC. “While we have great facilities, 
our focus was for him to meet our program’s greatest asset – 
our cadets. I am proud of our cadets and how they conducted 
themselves today.” 

Waynesville’s JROTC cadets provided an overview of the 
battalion and answered questions about the program, along with 

3-Star General visits JROTC program
the JROTC Cadre, which includes Williams, CSM (Ret.) Steven 
Tetreault and 1st Sgt. (Ret) Meghan Fadl. 

His bio states, “The Martin family’s military heritage harkens 
back more than 10 generations to 1776 when Private Daniel 
Martin enlisted in the 1st New Jersey Infantry Regiment and 
fought the British during the American Revolution, including 
service at Valley Forge. Lieutenant General Martin graduated 
from the United States Military Academy in 1983 and was 
commissioned a second lieutenant of Armor. His military 
education includes the Armor Officer Basic Course (Cavalry 
Track), the Infantry Officer Advanced Course, the Naval 

Continued on page 2

Members of the VOICES Choir performed their winter concert at 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 10, in the Waynesville High School 
Auditorium. They performed Windy Nights by Mark Patterson, The Crawdad Song with arrangement by Cristi Cary Miller 
and Chattanooga Choo-Choo with arrangement by Pete Schmutte. The VOICES choir is made up of elementary students 
from the Waynesville R-VI School District who have auditioned and been accepted into the choir. They are under the 
direction of Cydnee Gilmore, music teacher. 



Waynesville R-VI’s Leaping 
Legos team received the First 
Lego League (FLL) Strategy and 
Innovation Award for their robot 
at the FLL State Competition in 
Camdenton on Saturday, Dec. 8. 
FLL awarded prizes to the top 12 teams 
from the 36 competing. 

“The team tripled their robot score 

Lt. Gen. Theodore D. Martin, the Deputy Commanding 
General/Chief of Staff, United States Army Training and 
Doctrine Command, visited with cadets in Waynesville’s 
JROTC program at the Waynesville Career Center today. A 
video about the visit will be posted later on Facebook. 

College of Command and Staff, and the Army War College. 
He holds a Master’s Degree in National Security & Strategic 
Studies from the Naval War College, a Master’s Degree in 
Strategic Studies from the Army War College, and a Master’s 
Degree in Business from Webster University.

Beyond his command experience, Lieutenant General Martin 
has served in a wide variety of staff and leadership assignments 

including duty in the 1st Armor Training Brigade, Fort Knox, 
Kentucky; the Combined Arms Command-Training, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; Advisor to the Imam Mohammed bin 
Saud Brigade and later the Prince Sa’ad bin Abdul Rahman 
Brigade, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; Deputy Chief of Staff, G3, 
4th Infantry Division, Fort Hood, Texas and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in Iraq; Joint Improvised Explosive Device-Defeat 
Task Force as the Iraq Field Team Leader, Baghdad, Iraq; and 
Human Resources Command, Alexandria, Virginia, as Armor 
Branch Chief and Chief of Combat Arms Division.”

JROTC program Continued 
from page 1

Leaping Legos win strategy and 
innovation award at state competition

The public is invited to 
view work by Donna Groves’ 
advertising design and advertising 
photography students from 5 to 
5:45 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 17, 
at the Waynesville Career Center. 
The WCC’s advertising design 
and advertising photography 
portfolio showing includes 
several works with the theme 
“Trash in our Oceans.”  The 
purpose of portfolio night is to 
give students an opportunity to 
show their work to the public and 
have it critiqued by professionals 
from the industry who will 
provide feedback on their work. 
This real-world experience helps 
students better prepare themselves 
for their future in the design 
industry.

 

from the last competition,” said Laura 
Storie, LEAP teacher and the team’s 
coach. “I am so proud of them.”

Design, 
photography 
portfolio 
showing



Waynesville Sixth Grade Center and Partridge Elementary 
recently enjoyed Leader in Me professional learning presented 
by Reneé Slack. This was not only for teachers, but also for all 
staff who joined in as a community to learn more about Seven 
Habits by Steven Covey. 

The two schools met two full days at WSGC, once in August 
before students started classes and again for the November in-
service. 

Participants received a set of practical materials to help 
implement the Seven Habits, which included a signature 
edition handbook, contract booklet, skill cards and more. 
The workshop day was full of interactive multimedia and 
collaborative components that made learning fun. Teachers 
reflected on their own efficacy in and out of the classroom and 

WSGC hosts Leader in Me professional learning

After reading the book, “The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever,” students in Jody Taylor’s and 
Jennfier Munoz’s classes were inspired to adopt 
two children from the Lions Club wish tree, as well 
as an elderly community member from the Seeger 
Toyota wish tree. Some of the students who 
participated with the donations are pictured with 
their teachers. 

Vanessa Blake (left) received 1st place in 
poetry and Zoie Francisco received 2nd 
place in speech at the Missouri State Beta 
Competition. They have qualified for the 
Beta National Convention that will be held in 
Oklahoma this June.

set manageable goals in areas that they want to strengthen. 
Teachers reflected on the Seven Habits and created their 

own personal mission statements; having a mission statement 
is a collective commitment for the WSGC staff. Many of these 
mission statements were made into framed prints using online 
graphic design software and are now hanging outside classroom 
doors. These are great reminders to our community on how 
dedicated our teachers are to our students. 

 WSGC Principal Jamie Goforth and Partridge Principal 
Melissa Vernon are co-presenting a workshop about Leader in 
Me on Jan. 2 during the in-service day. 



Students in Justine 
Swan’s class have 
started a new 
community based 
project. From their 
supplies stored at 
Pick Educational and 
Volunteer Facility 
and Williams, they fill 
orders for the other 
school buildings. 
They are learning how 
to stock inventory, 
keep track of 
inventory, fill orders 
and deliver items. 

Waynesville Middle School hosted its annual College & 
Career Readiness Fair, giving students the chance to interact with 
college representatives and community leaders, and learn more 
about their future opportunities on Nov. 20.

The College & Career Readiness Fair helps the Waynesville 
R-VI School District achieve their mission to “empower and 
prepare individual students for future opportunities as citizens 
and leaders,” by giving middle school students the opportunity to 
become engaged in their plans for college and beyond. 

With several colleges and community organizations in 
attendance, approximately 800 students traveled through the 
fair with their “passports.” Students were encouraged to ask 
questions about college or careers and get their “passports” 
signed or stamped by the representatives. They were able to learn 
firsthand about the plethora of majors, student organizations and 
opportunities on campus that colleges offer. Students also learned 
how to use the degree they earn and their college experience to 
help place themselves on the right career path. 

Middle school students attend college, career fair

In addition to meeting college and career representatives, 
students were able to visit other stations and learn more about 

college and career readiness. Stations offered 
opportunities to speak with a current college 
student, learn about the importance of resumes, 
practice filling out job applications and gain 
an understanding of interview etiquette and 
professional attire.

“To ensure that we are properly equipping 
students for early planning for college and career 
readiness, we benefit from the partnerships and 
resources of our AmeriCorps VISTA members. 
Our students engaged in an opportunity to 
learn about careers, colleges, financing options, 
dressing for success, resume and application 
completion, and many more items to get them 
thinking about life after school,” said Michele 
Sumter, principal of Waynesville Middle School.



On Friday, Dec. 14, State Rep. Steve Lynch presented the Waynesville High School Tiger Pride Marching Band with a Missouri 
House Resolution for their “Triple Crown” win – earning the Sweepstakes Award at the marching band competition at Central 
Methodist University in Fayette on Saturday, Oct. 13; winning the Grand Champion trophy at the Washington, Mo., on Oct. 6; 
and taking the Sweepstakes Award at the Sullivan Marching Festival on Sept. 29. The video of his speech to the students is on 
the district’s Facebook page. 

The 
Waynesville 
High School 
Band and 
Jazz Band 
performed 
their winter 
concert on 
Dec. 13. 



The Waynesville High 
School Chamber Choir 
sang the National 
Anthem before the Army 
– Navy flag football 
game on Saturday, Dec. 
8, at Gerlach Field on 
Fort Leonard Wood.

The Waynesville High School Choir Department presented its 
winter concert at 7 p.m. Dec. 10, at WHS. The choirs performing 
included:

    •  Concert Choir
    •  Men’s Choir
    •  Women’s Choir
    •  Advanced Women’s Choir
    •  Chamber Choir
 They are under the direction of Cydnee Gilmore, WHS music 

teacher.

Choir Holiday Concert



Waynesville High School students read to East Elementary 
students in December. Lisa Misenheimer, a WHS teacher, 
assisted the students with preparing the reading lesson and 
activities for the elementary students. Their goal was to make 
reading fun and the event memorable.

Thayer Elementary 
students who sold eight 
or more K8 discount cards 
received a limousine 
ride, along with Wendy 
Finch, the school nurse. 
While riding around, they 
listened to music. The 
students are pictured with 
Thayer Principal Robyn 
Justice.

The Waynesville Area Community Outreach (WACO) Lead Group at 
East Elementary gathered toys for the last few weeks to donate to 
the Marines Toys for Tots. The WACO group teachers are Leanne 
Kristek, Candance Wagganer and Christine Johnson.

The Route 66 Shootout will be held Friday and 
Saturday at Waynesville High School. The UPDATED 
schedule is as follows:

Dec. 14
   4:00 p.m. Elgin-Larkin vs. STL Christian
   5:30 p.m. Waynesville (Girls) vs. Nettleton (Girls)
   7:00 p.m. McCluer North vs. Nettleton (Boys)
   8:30 p.m. Waynesville (Boys) vs. Carnahan

Dec. 15
   11:00 a.m.  Elgin-Larkin vs. Nettleton (Boys)
   12:30 p.m. Rock Bridge (Girls) vs. Nettleton (Girls)
     2:00 p.m. Waynesville (JV Boys) vs. Licking (JV Boys)
     3:30 p.m. Carnahan vs. STL Christian
     5:00 p.m. Waynesville (Boys) vs. McCluer North
The cost for admission to each day of the shootout is $5 for adults and 

$4 for students. Athletic passes, senior passes and school IDs will not be 
accepted for this special event.

Route 66 Shootout updated schedule



Waynesville’s JROTC cadets supported the annual FLW St. Nick’s Benefit.  
St. Nick’s provides Christmas gifts for more than 600 needy kids from the FLW, 
Waynesville, St. Robert and greater Pulaski County area.  

Cadets helped pack and wrap these gifts on post, and the JROTC battalion also 
sponsored and purchased gifts for 25 of the kids.

JROTC cadets help with St. Nick’s Benefit

Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, praised Waynesville 
Career Center staff members during their Super Session on 
Friday, Dec. 14.  He recognized them for:  

-  students achieving high scores on their TSA/IRC exams
    (technical skills assessment and industry credentials) 
-  the practical nursing program’s high pass rate on the 
    state exam
-  launching the light duty diesel program 
-  working to recruit students by exposing different grade 
    levels to career technical education through multiple 
    tours
-  the sponsors who work with the career and tech 
    organizations, including FFA, DECA, SkillsUSA, 
    HOSA, FBLA and JROTC
-  beginning the renovation work on the middle school 
    concession stand
-  the video work that Tim Wallace produces for the 
    district, including the recent DoDEA grant video 
  

Superintendent praises WCC staff members 


